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troversial terms, as, indeed, is the Amendment moved from the
Opposition side. I cannot myself express my agreement with the ;
steps which have been taken, and as the Chancellor of the Exchequer
has put his side of the case with so much ability I will attempt,
if I may be permitted, to put the case from a different angle. I
have always held the view that the maintenance of peace depends
upon the accumulation of deterrents against the aggressor, coupled
with a sincere effort to redress grievances. Herr Hitler's victory,
like so many of the famous struggles that have governed the fate
of the world, was won upon the narrowest of margins. After the
seizure of Austria in March we faced this problem in our Debates,
I ventured to appeal to the Government to go a little further than
the Prime Minister went, and to give a pledge that in conjunction
with France and other Powers they would guarantee the security
of Czechoslovakia while the Sudeten-Deutsch question was being
examined either by a League of Nations Commission or some other
impartial body, and I still believe that if that course had been
followed events would not have fallen into this disastrous state.
I agree very much with my right hon, Friend the Member for
Sparkbrook [Mr. Amery] when he said on that occasion—" Do one
thing or the other; either say you will disinterest yourself in the
matter altogether or take the step of giving a guarantee which
will have the greatest chance of securing protection for that
country."
France and Great Britain together, especially if they had main-
tained a close contact with Russia, which certainly was not done,
would have^been able in those days in the summer, when they had the
prestige, to influence many of the smaller states of Europe ; and
I believe they could have determined the attitude of Poland. Such
a combination, prepared at a time when the German dictator was
not deeply and irrevocably committed to his new adventure, would,
I believe, have given strength to all those forces in Germany which
resisted this departure, this new design. They were varying forces ;
—those of a military character which declared that Germany was
not ready to undertake a world war, and all that mass of moderate
opinion and popular opinion which dreaded war, and some elements
of which still have some influence upon the Government, Such
action would have given strength to all that intense desire for peace
which the helpless German masses share with their British and
French fellow men, and which, as we have been reminded, found a
passionate and rarely permitted vent in the joyous manifestations
with which the Prime Minister was acclaimed in Munich,
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